
What is it about Benedictine spirituality that attracted Peter Maurin and Dorothy Day?
Which Benedictines were their friends and how did they impact the Catholic Worker Movement? 
Why might Dorothy Day have chosen to become an oblate of St. Procopius Abbey? 

Opening remarks and prayer by Abbot Austin Murphy OSB, St. Procopius Abbey, Lisle IL, USA

EXPLORING DOROTHY DAY'S SPIRITUALITY: 
"BENEDICTINE INFLUENCES" 

Historian Anne Klejment is a Core Committee Member of the Dorothy Day Canonization Prayer 
Network and Professor Emerita of History at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN. Among her 
publications are "Dorothy Day's Socially Engaged Devotion to St. Joseph," US Catholic Historian (Spring 
2022), and "Staten Island Spirituality: Dorothy Day's 'True Story' Columns," Commonweal (14 June 2019).

Moderator is David Mueller, Coordinator of the Dorothy Day Canonization Prayer Network

 

 

This Seminar is hosted by The Dorothy Day Canonization Prayer Network 
& Casa Esther Catholic Worker, Omro WI

PRESENTATION OUTLINE
Prologue: A Unique Path to Catholicism  
Early Benedictine Encounters
      Predisposition: Work as Sacred
      Predisposition: First Encounters with Catholic Ritual
      Predisposition: Mystical Body Theology
      Predisposition: The Missal as Companion at Mass  
      Predisposition: Praying the Psalms
      Predisposition: Community and Hospitality
Key Predispositions Considered
Peter Maurin: The Joy of Benedictine Spirituality
The Catholic Worker: Popularizing a Spirituality of Renewal and Radical Inclusivity
“Pray and Work”: The Catholic Worker Community and the Mystical Body Conclusion  

Books referenced during the presentation
“The Oblate” a novel by Joris-Karl Huysmans, 1903
“The Spirit of Catholicism” by Karl Adam, 1935
“The Saint Andrew Daily Missal“ by Dom Gaspar Lefebvre, OSB

Books referenced during the Q&A
“Thomas Merton: An Introduction” by Wiliam H. Shannon, 2005
“The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature” by William James, 1902
“Searching For Christ: The Spirituality of Dorothy Day” by Sr. Brigid O'Shea Merriman, OSF 1994
“The Catholic Worker Movement: Intellectual and Spiritual Origins” by Mark and Louis Zwick, 2005

 
 
 
 

This presentation can be found at: www.oblatewebinars.org


